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By Rev. David Setzer

ave you ever been caught
in the undercurrent at the
beach? Sometimes life is

like that — it snatches your feet out
from under you, and you roll over
and over uncontrollably. You fight it,
but you feel like you will drown.

I imagine that is how Simon of
Cyrene felt. He was an innocent by-
stander. He came to Jerusalem to wor-
ship and celebrate the Passover. And
to remember how God had saved
Israel from the power of Pharaoh’s
army. In the end, the power of Rome’s
army was held over his head. As Je-
sus came by with the cross, He fell.
A Roman soldier grabbed Simon and
made him carry the cross.

It was the will of Rome that this
prisoner, known as “Jesus, the King
of the Jews,” be executed. But Jesus
was too weak after the beating to car-
ry the heavy cross beam to the execu-
tion site. But the will of Rome would
not let one man’s weakness stand
in the way. If the condemned pris-
oner could not carry the beam, then
someone else would have to carry it
for him. So they grabbed Simon and
thrust the cross upon him.

It was the will or providence of
God that the Son die on a cross for
the sins of the world. It was the will
of the Father that the Son be reject-
ed and beaten — that He be handed
over to wicked people — and that He
be nailed to a cross and die and rise
again on the third day. Jesus had said
so himself.
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The difference between Jesus and
Simon was that Jesus had a choice.
Rome was not more powerful than Je-
sus. He could have (as the song says)
called down 10,000 angels to rescue
him. But He chose to die. He chose to
die because it was God’s will. It was
God’s will that He go to Golgotha
and hang on a cross.

But his human frailty made the trip
difficult. A death for the sins of the
world without pain was not in God’s
plan. But by the providence of God, a
man was standing at the wrong place
at the right time. And by the provi-
dence of God, he carried the cross.

The crowds on Palm Sunday faced
that same providence of God. They
sang hosannas to Jesus as He rode
triumphantly into Jerusalem. They
didn’t understand what was really
happening. They envisioned a com-
ing kingdom that was like the earthly
kingdoms they knew. They thought
there would be a political revolution,
not a spiritual one.

So they praised Jesus as the one
who comes in the name of the Lord
to bless and liberate. The religious
leaders didn’t like this. They told
the crowds to be quiet. They warned
Jesus to silence his followers. But
Jesus replied, “If they do not sing
praises then the stones themselves
will cry out.”

The religious leaders chose to stand
in God’s way and where are they? The
followers of Jesus, however, decided to
go along with the will of God, and we
are still singing hosannas to this day. It
was the providential will of God that

Jesus be praised on Palm Sunday, and
it still is God’s will.

Paul wrote about this to the Phi-
lippians. He first described the will-
ingness of Jesus to surrender himself
totally to the will of the Father. Then
he said that because He was obedi-
ent, even to death on the cross, every
knee should bow and every tongue
confess that Jesus is Lord. Those are
strong words. All creation, all things
in heaven and on earth, and under
the earth, shall bow to Jesus and wor-

ship him.
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That is the will of God Almighty. I
tell you, that if I put any of you men
or women in the place of Simon of
Cyrene, and you had to face a Roman
soldier telling you to take up a cross
— you would do it. What is one un-
armed person compared to a trained
and armed Roman soldier? But what
do most people do when you ask
them to praise God? Nothing.

They don’t sing. They don't testify.
They don’t even cry. They just walk
away. But it is the will of God Al-
mighty that you praise God. It is the
providential will of God that Jesus is
praised for his passion and Palm Sun-
day shows us this.

Join in praising our Savior on
Palm Sunday!?

David Setzer is pastor of Centennial
ARP Church in Columbia SC.
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By Rev. Rick Lewis

If there is no resurrection of the dead,
then not even Christ has been raised. And
if Christ has not been raised, our preach-
ing is useless and so is your faith. (I Cor-
inthians 15:13-14).

ithout the resurrection,
the cross would be mean-
ingless. And without the

cross, the resurrection would just be
another miracle story — such as the
raising of Lazarus. It would have no
real, lasting meaning for us.

The resurrection is evidence of
God’s recognition and acceptance
of the perfect atonement for our sin.
Without the resurrection, we would
have no indication that what Jesus
Christ accomplished on the cross was
anything other than a gruesome, but
routine execution.

Yet, it is because of the resurrection
that we know that Jesus’ atonement
for our sins was completely effective.
Acts 2:24 tells us, “But God raised
him from the dead, freeing him from
the agony of death, because it was
impossible for death to keep its hold
on him.” Why was it not possible for
Jesus to be held by death?

The answer goes back to the fall of
mankind and God’s own words, “The
soul who sins is the one who will die”
(Ezekiel 18:4). When mankind fell
from that original estate in which we
were first created, sin passed upon all
mankind. It would take something
far more than we could do ourselves
to regain a new and right relationship
with God.

That’s why it was not possible that
Jesus should be held by death. That’s
why the grave could not hold Him!
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He was born without sin: remember
the virgin birth. He lived without sin:
remember His words — “I have not
come to destroy the law...but to fulfill”
(Matthew 5:17).

He died without sin: “He was in all
points tempted as we are, yet with-
out sin” (Hebrews 4:15). Also, “For
our sake he made him to be sin who
knew no sin, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God”
(IT Corinthians 5:21).

Because He was without sin, it
would have been unjust of God to al-
low that punishment for sin to pass

upon Jesus. Thus, God raised Him
from the dead.

Now, just as that stone was rolled
away, so the burden of our sin can
be rolled away. Our spirits can now
dance in the shadow of the cross; for
there, the debt of our sin was taken
away. Our hope and joy can now be
fueled by the knowledge that “be-
cause He lives, we can live also”
(John 14:19) ...if we believe that Jesus
died and rose again.?

Rev. Rick Lewis is pastor of Pisgah
ARP Church, Gastonia, NC.
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By Bill Cain

ohn Wycliffe is the Morning Star of
S the Reformation. His English Bible

translation, from the Latin Vulgate,
was the spark to kindle the flame of Re-
form. After his death in 1382, his follow-
ers, often called Lollards, continued to
improve his first complete translation of
the Bible into English.

A second edition of the manuscript Bi-
ble was completed between 1385 and 1390.
These men were persecuted relentlessly for
preaching the true Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Often they were left to speak in the fields
because the Church of Rome controlled
all of the “official” churches. God blessed
them, and their work began to change the
hearts of the people of England.

By 1401, it was illegal to have any Bi-
bles or parts of Scripture in English. From
1401 until 1520, little was done in the way
of English Bible translation. Severe cen-
sorship was in place and religious liberty
was crippled. However, during that time,
God was bringing about changes to the
landscape of biblical scholarship. The
world was about to change with the great-
est invention perhaps of all time.

Fourteen years after Wycliffe died,
a man was born who would change the
face of history. As much as Christianity
owes to Wycliffe and Tyndale, Christi-
anity and indeed the world owes just as
much perhaps to Johannes Gutenberg,
because Christians are indeed a people of
the Book.

Nslerriw Kyxirfivk
Gutenberg was born in Mainz, Ger-
man. He was not the first to develop a
printing method. Printing goes back to
about 1060 A.D. with the Chinese and
Koreans. However, it was Gutenberg who

6

developed the first commercially effective
way to print with moveable type.

Much of his early childhood is un-
known. Born to a wealthy but godly
family, his father is believed to have been
a scribe. Block printing had been devel-
oped during his youth. This method,
while better than hand copying, was still
very time consuming and difficult, be-
cause it required all of the text to be hand-
carved into a block of wood. He knew
that his father’s clients were wealthy, be-
cause they could afford to have expensive
manuscripts made.

When Gutenberg finally set his mind
to the fact that his calling was to develop
a better way to make books, he ran into
much resistance. After all, he was about
to put an entire trade out of business -
those who were scribes and copyists. He
worked for much of his life in secret.

By 1428, Gutenberg had moved from
Mainz to Strasbourg. While in Mainz, he
had used most of his own capital in his
printing experiments and was running out
of money. New capital was hard to find in
Strasbourg, mainly because his family was
so new to the city. In 1444, he returned
to Mainz to set up a new workshop and
search for capital to continue his work.

While some success was coming in the
technique, no profits were in sight. After
four years of work, he was finally out of
money. He resorted to borrowing mon-
ey from relatives. In 1449, he finally ap-
proached Johann Faust, a wealthy lawyer
in Mainz, asking for a loan. Faust became
very interested in Gutenberg’s work and
loaned him the money he needed. In re-
turn for the loan, Gutenberg was required
to pledge all of his printing equipment.

Finally, Gutenberg refined his methods

and was ready to begin printing. He and
his assistant, Peter Schoeffer, who later
became Faust’s son-in-law, had perfected
the technique of casting metal letters in
both capital and lowercase that could be
arranged and locked into a wooden form.
These letters could be broken down and
rearranged for each page. Gutenberg also
developed new inks that would stand the
test of time.

What would he choose for his first
book? There could be only one book - the
Book - the Bible. Gutenberg decided he
would print the Bible in the Latin using
the Vulgate. He produced approximately
180 copies: 150 on paper and 30 on vel-
lum or calf’s skins. Again he would need
a huge amount of money to accomplish
this project.

Gsqqyrngexnsr Glerkih
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Faust, sensing the greatness of what
Gutenberg was about to do and the profits
it would make, again loaned him money.
But this time, making himself a partner
in the venture. Between 1452 and 1455,
the first printed Bible in two volumes was
produced and human communication
was changed forever.

However, all was not going well. By
1455, Faust sued Gutenberg in court
and took his entire printing operation
from him. Gutenberg was ousted from
the business and never recovered. He
died poor and broken-hearted in 1468 in
Mainz. He never financially benefited at
all from the most important invention of
all time. His efforts made the Reforma-
tion and the spread of God’s Word pos-
sible in so many ways.

THE ASSOCIATE REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN



Today, a single page from one of his
Bibles can command a price of $100,000.
Only 22 complete copies remain today, of
which seven are on vellum. The Guten-
berg Bible, as it is known today, is also
often called the 42-line Bible by scholars,
because of the way Gutenberg laid out the
page in 42 lines in two columns. While
the Vulgate translation he used is poor,
the Bible is generally recognized as one of
the most beautiful books ever printed.
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Nearly 50 years after printing was in-
vented, there was still no printed New
Testament in Greek. There were no Greek
studies at Oxford or Cambridge. Greek
manuscripts had belonged to the Eastern
Church. However, in 1453, the Turks had
sacked Constantinople. Constantine cre-
ated a library there that was the envy of
the world.

As the war there raged, many of the
Jews left and carried away to Europe
many of the great manuscripts that were
in that city. Great groups of these refuges
settled in Italy. Included in the cache of
literary works were Greek and Hebrew
manuscripts of the Bible. These Greek
New Testaments in particular would help
Erasmus lay a critical foundation for Lu-
ther and Tyndale and the Reformation.

Hiwnhivnyw Ivewgyw
The great Dutch scholar Desiderius
Erasmus was born in 1466. The illegitimate
son of a physician’s daughter, Erasmus is

APRIL 2011

widely believed to be the last man to liter-
ally “know it all.” Arguments can be made
that he had read almost all the great litera-
ture of the day. After being ordained an
Augustinian monk in 1492, he studied for
many years in Paris.

Around 1497, he decided to dedicate
himself to the study of the Bible. He later
came to England around 1499 to study
and teach at Oxford. He traveled from
England to Paris and Italy to master the
Greek language. In 1506, after his return
to Cambridge, he published his own Latin
version of the Gospels and Epistles. These
were based on Greek manuscripts given
to him by John Colet, chaplin at Oxford.

Johannes Froben, a printer in Basel, de-
cided, as a commercial interest, to publish
a new Latin translation of the New Testa-
ment. This would be the first significant
translation from Greek manuscripts since
Jerome translated the Vulgate a thousand
years earlier. Froben hired the best schol-
ar of the day, Erasmus, to do the work.

Finally, in 1516, he published his great-
est work — a Greek and Latin parallel
New Testament with commentary notes.
What Erasmus did by publishing this
New Testament with a new Latin trans-
lation alongside the original Greek was
to show how corrupt the Latin Vulgate
had become through the years. The Latin
text of Jerome had become full of inten-
tional and unintentional errors. In all,
Erasmus made 400 changes to the Latin
text, which were all documented in his
notes and commentary.
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This first publication was rushed to
press. So in 1519, a revised edition was
printed. This New Testament of Greek
and Latin printed side by side found its
way to another German — Martin Luther.
Born in 1483, he became a monk in 1507.
His study of the Bible and the practices
of the Church led him to post his Nine-
ty-Five Theses on the door to the church
in Wittenberg.

After developing a full understand-
ing of justification by faith alone, he
was branded a heretic for his writings
and work, which violated the Roman
Church’s teachings. The Reforma-
tion fire was burning. In seclusion in
Germany, Luther took the work of
Erasmus, as well as others, and com-
pleted his September Testament in
1522 in German.

This translation was fresh and ex-
citing, correcting the errors of the past
and bringing a new light and clarity to
the Good News. His notes and com-
mentary were very controversial. The
introduction to the book of Romans is a
testimony to the beauty of salvation by
grace alone.

While not the intention of this series
of articles to discuss Bibles outside of
England, Gutenberg, Erasmus and Lu-
ther all played key roles in the history of
the English Bible. Luther’s work must
be mentioned because of the influence
he, his writings, and particularly his Bi-
ble translation had on the Reformation.

Truly, this was a century that changed
the world forever. All the while, there
was little progress for the English Bible
in England. But printing had spread all
through Europe and the progress of the
Scriptures in English is about to move
into overdrive.

While Luther was translating the
New Testament into German, an Eng-
lishman was hard at work as well. The
father of the modern English language
had a copy of Erasmus’s 1522 edition
and was translating into the vernacular
anew version of God’s Holy Bible.?



New Amity Celebration

By Carolyn H. Sherrill, historian, New Amity ARP Church

New Amity ARP has been committed to the Kingdom of God for over 163 years, drawing life and inspiration from the cel-
ebration of God. It was in 1911, at Scotts, NC, that the ARPs came to this community to be closer to neighbors and the railroad.

On March 6, we celebrated the 50th Anniversary of the current church and remembered the faithful service ministry of those
men and women of God who have gone on before us. The commitment of these children of God as Christ-centered ARP mem-
bers was given with friendship and fellowship.

As we looked at our 21st century church, we remembered many blessings. New Amity has been a legacy for its believers
in the short time we have been here. We reflected on the commitment of love over the past 50 years as God continues to bless
everyone who enters this sanctuary, making them a partner with God.

The Building Committee in 1960 -1961: Moderator, Rev. L. P. Knox; Ray Deal, J. Emmett Sherrill, Eugene S. Hager, Bobby
Feimster, Mary Otis W. Morrison, Gertha P. Wolfe, and Mary Helen Morrow Sherrill.

New Amity Church Trustees: Clarence W. Blevins, James T. White, and C. Glen Morrison. They all had forethought in the
designs and construction of this third church, which became a wonderful reality - members sharing of unique gifts of time,
talents and treasures; and continually educat-
ing the children, youth, and adults in this ARP
Church - until the present day.

These blessings of God have encouraged
many members to give concrete expressions of
their faith through active participation in church
ministries and have continued by reaching out
to the needy in the community. The sharing of
these material goods is giving voice to the social
concerns of the Scotts, Stony Point and States-
ville local communities.

May we approach the next 50 years with con-
tinued partnerships and walks of faith. As faith-
ful New Amity servants to God, may each seek a
closer relationship with Him. And as Christians,
show love, peace and grace to fellow Christians
and non-Christians each and every day, in the
community and surrounding area at New Amity
ARP Church.?

WM Gifts and Memorials

The giving of Partners in Ministry, Life Memberships, Memorials, and Love Gifts is encouraged as a means
of honoring special people who have contributed significantly to ARP Women’s Ministries, Presbytery Women's
Ministries, or Women’s Ministries of the local Church.

Partners in Ministry can be given to a man, woman, or young person who has contributed to the women’s
work in a very special way. A pin and certificate is given to the person honored.

Life Memberships should be given only to those ladies who have worked hard and contributed to your orga-
nization by their time, talent and years of dedication. A pin and certificate is given to the person honored.

Memorials are given to honor the memory of a faithful church member. A certificate is presented to the family.

Love Gifts may be given to show love and appreciation to individuals as a way to saying “thank you” for their
help. A certificate is presented to the person honored. These may be given more than once to the same person.

Pins and certificates are ordered through the local treasurer and are sent to the Presbytery Women’s treasurer.?
— Sandra Miller, historian.
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Sarah Ellen Carson Receives Award

By Susan Tanner

Sarah Ellen Carson, was surprised when Erskine College & Seminary
President Dr. David Norman introduced her as the 2011 recipient of
the Julia Hardeman Rhodes Award on March 9 in Bowie Chapel at
Erskine Seminary.

Dr. Norman began by saying, “God is good and incredibly faithful
and He demonstrates this in many ways. Through Sarah Ellen Carson’s
dedication through the years as a wife of a pastor in Charlotte and Gas-
tonia, the wife of a seminary professor and the wife of a college presi-
dent, she always found ways to serve.”

Her years of service include working with youth groups; volunteer-
ing and working at the Due West ARP Church; helping with Music Con-
ference, Women’s Ministries Bible studies, Bible studies at the seminary
for other wives; mentoring to college students and serving countless
meals. “Sarah Ellen Carson taught us by example what it means to be a

woman of God.” Sarah Ellen Carson accepts award, with husband,
John by her side.

Honoring God

Thinking she was there to support her husband, ,former Erskine President, Dr. John Carson while he preached, Mrs. Carson
said, “I'have no speech prepared and I wondered why I recognized so many faces!

“My life verse is Psalm 16:6, “The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; surely I have a delightful inheritance.” As
I'look back at life and the pleasant places, I see joy and know that Jesus was with me every step of the way. God blessed me with a
godly husband, children and now grandchildren.

“I thought my prayer list would get shorter as I got older, but my prayer list keeps getting longer. No matter where you go, the
needs of people are always the same. I pray that I can honor God through it all.”

Julia Hardeman Rhodes is credited for starting women’s work in the ARP church. In 2006, during the 100th anniversary of
Second Presbytery, Sarah Cannon of Louisville, GA suggested doing something to thank God for the vision of Julia Rhodes. There-
fore a scholarship was started by the Louisville ARP Church Women and an award is given each year to a faithful and dedicated
ARP woman.

Carole Ellis, Christian educator and 2007 recipient of Julia Rhodes Award, spoke about how it takes a church to raise a child.
“Even when I am old and gray, do not forsake me, O God, till I declare your power to the next generation, your might to all who
are to come” (Psalm 71:18).

“There are several ways to help raise a child in a church,” she said. “We can support the children’s ministry, not just financially
but by serving. We can speak to children and ask about their sports or hobbies. We can also befriend the parents of children and be-
come a mentor for them. By doing this, you can help a child know God and the parents to know that no one is alone under God.”?

The Role of Elders & Deacons

Dr. Mark Ross will speak on the role of elders and deacons on April 2 at
Church of the Atonement, Silver Springs, MD. His focus will be on God’s
calling for the church as a whole, as well as the roles elders and deacons play
— specifically within the local church.

Dr. Ross is professor of Systematic Theology at Erskine Seminary. “We are so
excited to see what God is going to do through the teaching of Mark Ross,” said
CEM Executive Director Dr. Brent Turner. “Whether you are an active church
officer, believe you may be called to ministry, or only want to learn more about
church leadership, then we encourage you to participate in this event.”

Cost is $20 per registrant with lunch included. Contact Kara Russo, Christian
Education Ministries, at krusso@arpsynod.org or call 864-232-8297, ext 233.?

]
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Need new suggestions on how to connect with your children? Each month, we will feature a
family or two with ideas and examples to help families with prayer time, devotions and other
areas. We hope this will become a useful tool for families with children of all ages.

@asler Gisry Cosiiis

by Susan Tanner

To be made the evening before Easter.

You need:
1 cup whole pecans Zipper baggie
1 tsp. vinegar heavy wooden spoon
3 egg whites tape
pinch salt a Bible

1 cup sugar

Preheat oven to 300 degrees.

Place pecans in zipper baggie and let children beat them with the wooden
spoon to break into small pieces. Explain that after Jesus was arrested, He was
beaten by the Roman soldiers. Read John 19:1-3.

Let each child smell the vinegar. Put 1 tsp. vinegar into mixing bowl. Explain
that when Jesus was thirsty on the cross, He was given vinegar to drink. Read
John 19:28-30.

Add egg whites to vinegar. Eggs represent life. Explain that Jesus gave his life
to give us eternal life. Read John 10:10-11.

Sprinkle a little salt into each child’s hand. Let them taste it and brush the rest
into the bowl. Explain that this represents the salty tears shed by Jesus’ followers,
and the bitterness of our own sin. Read Luke 23:27.

So far, the ingredients are not very appetizing. Add 1 cup sugar. Explain that the
sweetest part of the story is that Jesus died because He loves us. He wants us to
know and belong to Him. Read Psalm 34:8 and John 3:16.

Beat with a mixer on high speed for 12 to 15 minutes until stiff peaks are formed.
Explain that the color white represents the purity in God’s eyes of those whose
sins have been cleansed by Jesus. Read Isaiah 1:18 and John 3:1-3.

Fold in broken nuts. Drop by teaspoons onto wax paper covered cookie sheet.
Explain that each mound represents the rocky tomb where Jesus’ body was laid.
Read Matthew 27:57-60.

Put the cookie sheet in the oven, close the door and turn the oven OFF. Give
each child a piece of tape and seal the oven door. Explain that Jesus’ tomb was
sealed. Read Matthew 27:65-66.

NOW GO TO BED! Explain that they may feel sad to leave the cookies in the
oven overnight. Jesus’ followers were in despair when the tomb was sealed. Read
John 16:20 and 22.

On Easter morning, open the oven and give everyone a cookie. Notice the
cracked surface and take a bite. The cookies are hollow! On the first Easter, Jesus’
followers were amazed to find the tomb open and empty. Read Matthew 28:1-9.
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Mary Claire (9) and Genie Grace (12),
daughters of Scott and Kelea Buchanan,
are members of Scots Kirk ARP Church
in Summerville, SC. The girls are home-
schooled and attend Veritas Classica
School one day per week.

If you have an idea you would like
to share please contact Susan Tanner
stanner@arpsynod.org or 864-232-8297 ext.236
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The Parade

By Miranda Marsh, director of Childrends Ministry,
Greenville (SC) ARP Church.
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By Charmaine Smith-Miles

here’s a sense of humor behind

the bow tie and the tweed jacket

worn by Rev. Jeff Bost, the new
pastor at Young Memorial ARP Church in
Anderson, SC.

He sprinkles jokes into a conversation.
He laughs a little about the fact that for the
first time in his 60 years, he’s setting down
roots in a city beyond North Carolina’s
borders. And he laughs when he talks
about the days when he first started to
question his vocation in life.

The Charlotte, N.C., native is able to
find joy in all of those things because he
can see the irony in them all.

The son and grandson of construction
workers, Bost found himself working in
the family business after he graduated
from college. But in the 1990s, Bost began
looking at other career options because
the construction industry was becoming
too competitive.

“As I began to search for the next voca-
tional direction in my life, I said to God, ‘1
won't go into seminary and I don’t want to
be a minister. But I'll do anything else.”

Today, he is not only a graduate of
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary in
Charlotte, NC, but has also been a minis-
ter for 11 years.

Bost, 60, was installed as the new
pastor at Young Memorial Associate Re-
formed Presbyterian Church on Feb. 20.
He preached his first sermon at the church
on Jan. 1 — about a year after he was first
contacted by the chair of the church’s
search committee chairman, Dean Woods.

It's the first installation of a pastor the
historic Anderson church has had since its
pastor of 28 years, Rev. Tom Ritchie, re-
tired in 2008.

There’s laughter in Bost's voice when
he talks about the journey that he has tak-
en in the last 20 years.

The ministry and seminary were not
something he would have chosen for him-
self. When he started yearning for a new
career, he was a father, a husband and in
his 40s.
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He had never known anything but construction. “I didn’t have any understanding
of what I was to do, but I knew I wanted to leave construction,” Bost said. “I just began
praying for some guidance.”

He can still remember the day he received the direction he’d been praying for at a
Sunday worship service in 1992. “It was as if a voice in my head said, “You need to go to
seminary.’ And I knew then, that’s what I needed to do.”

Not long after that revelation, his wife saw an article in the Charlotte Observer about
Gordon-Conwell Seminary offering classes on Saturday. It was a perfect fit, since he had
family to care for and couldn’t quit his full-time job.

In 1997, he graduated with a Master of Divinity. Ten years later, he received his Doctor-
ate in Ministry.

It was June 2000 before he received his first call to serve as a minister at a church, he
said. Before that, he prepared for the pulpit by working as a teacher at Belmont Abbey
College, near Charlotte. He taught introduction to theology and introduction to New Tes-
tament courses.

In June 2000, he was called to serve as pastor of Westview Presbyterian Church in Mt.
Holly, NC.

He and his wife, Maggie, were content at Westview and hoped to stay in Mt. Holly
until time to retire. But then he received the call from Dean Woods at Young Memorial.
Now, they already feel at home, he said.

And Bost said he’s found another place to use that gift of building relationships, be-
sides the construction industry. It’s what confirms, yet again, that God has called him into
this work.

“I enjoy knowing people on a deeper basis — finding out what they’ve been through,”
Bost said. “Hopefully I can help them to see there is a deeper level to life. It’s not just about
paying the bills, mowing the grass and getting the kids off to college. Life has a deeper,
more satisfying layer to it.”

He talks about those moments when he has been called in the middle of the night to
console a woman who just lost her sister to a drug addiction or asked to preach a funeral
for an 8-week-old boy born with a heart defect.

It’s those moments that are tough, yet honoring to him, he said.

“To have somebody call you and ask you to pray with them in the depths of their life
- what an honor,” Bost said. “What an honor to help them see that grace, mercy and
God’s love.”?

This article appeared in the Independent Mail Newspaper, Anderson, SC on Feb. 18, 2011.
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Volunteering at Bonclarken

By Chip Sherer
PRESIDENT

he arrival
of spring in
the moun-

tains is always a
refreshing and glo-
rious time of the
year. Spring is a
time of refreshing
for Bonclarken as
well, as our staff works in numerous
areas preparing for our busy summer
season.

But this springtime work is not lim-
ited only to our staff. We are blessed
to have hundreds of volunteers spend
time on our grounds, using their skills
in a variety of ways.

Have you ever considered volun-
teering at Bonclarken? We have oppor-
tunities for you to serve no matter what
skills you possess.

Volunteer Work Week

Scheduled this year for April 25-29,
Volunteer Work Week is a great time
of work and fellowship. Why come to
Work Week? I asked Rev. Guy Smith
that question:

“Betsy and I look forward each
year to participating in Bonclarken
Work Week. It is a time of work to be
sure, but we feel as though it is also a
time of service as we add to the good
things the staff at Bonclarken does on a
daily basis.

“While assisting Bonclarken is the
primary focus, we are also enriched by
the fellowship of those from through-
out the Synod who come to participate.
Bonclarken always provides those who
come with delicious and bountiful
meals. More than good food, the meal
times provide an opportunity to spend
time with old friends as well as new
friends. Work Week is always reserved
in our calendar.”

We do so appreciate the participation
of Guy and Betsy Smith in Work Week,

APRIL 2011

along with the 150 other volunteers that
make the week one of the highlights of
our year.

Workamper
A second volunteer opportunity is
our program called Workamper. We in-
vite couples to volunteer during June,
July, and August through our Workam-
per program. Housing will be provided
either in our campground (in your RV)
or in the hotel, with meals being pro-

vided in our dining room.
Couples are asked to volunteer up to
five hours per day in all areas of our op-
eration. This program is a great way to

spend time at Bonclarken, aid our op-
eration with your volunteer labor, and
enjoy the fellowship with others from
throughout our denomination.

If you are interested in either Vol-
unteer Work Week or our Workamper
program, please contact Wanda Neal at
828-692-2223.

Yes, you do have skills that could
help Bonclarken further our mission.
Come share those skills with us by vol-
unteering during 2011!?
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Presenting Everyone Mature In Christ

By Rev. David E. Vance
1l churches labor for the full maturity of the men and women, boys and girls entrusted by the Lord to their
care. “Him we proclaim,” writes Paul, “warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may
resent everyone mature in Christ. For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully works within
me” (Colossians 1:28-29). But what is Christian maturity? To what end are we actually laboring?

In Ephesians, Christ’s chosen Apostle to the Gentiles summarizes maturity. When Paul writes that we are to “grow up
in every way” (Ephesians 4:15), he has many very practical areas in mind. In the first three chapters, he outlines the great
scope of God’s redemption and our place in covenant history, leading us in prayer and worship to God. In the last three
chapters, he outlines what all this “therefore” implies for our lives, bearing good fruit to God in our church (4:1-32), our
world (5:1-21), our family (5:22-6:4), our work (6:5-9), and in our spiritual warfare (6:10-20).
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For disciples to grow to maturity, they must learn to bear good fruit in all these areas. And in Paul gives us many spe-
cifics for each category. The letter to Ephesians is not exhaustive—the whole Word of God is (Il Timothy 3:16-17)—but it

does lay out the basics of each area:
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The question which we must grapple with is this: How will every new believer be taught these basics of the faith to
bear fruit in these areas of life?

As someone who came to faith in Christ at age 22, I became aware that many, if not most, churches do not have a plan
to teach these basics. New believers find themselves perhaps in a brief new-member class, covering only a few of these
areas; and then in Sunday school classes which often assume or neglect these basics.

Now, as a minister of the Word, I find people coming to faith at every age and coming to our congregation at every
level of maturity or immaturity. How are they going to be equipped to grow to have the knowledge, ability, and desire
to bear good fruit in every area of life? How will we equip husbands to nurture their wives and parents their children in
these areas (Ephesians 5:26-29, 6:4)?

The General Synod has assigned the board of Christian Education Ministries the task of developing a comprehensive
program of Christian education.

That is a task we are now earnestly pursuing, that we might equip each congregation to make disciples who are able to
follow Christ in every way. It is not sufficient for a disciple to know what his teacher knows, or even to be able to do what
his teacher does. A disciple must become like his teacher (Matthew 20:25). Nothing less is our goal.

By bringing the Word of God to bear on our hearts and lives, we wish to see disciples grow to full maturity in every
area and to “present everyone mature in Christ.”?

David Vance is pastor of Redeemer ARP Church in Blacksburg, VA and is a member of Christian Education Ministries’
executive committee.

Study the Reformation: Itis
History and Theology

Lutherstadt-Wittenberg, Germany
July 6 - 27, 2011

A study tour including Prague & selected sites throughout
Germany. Cost $3100.

Dale W. Johnson Ph.D of Erskine Theological Seminary will
teach Reformation and Modern Church History.

Contact Dr. Johnson: (864) 379-6662 or email djohnson@erskine.edu.
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Inerrancy:

ERSKINE

COLLEGE & SEMINARY

By Dr. David A. Norman
President, Erskine College & Seminary

In this, the last of my three-part se-
ries on inerrancy, | have one pnal point
to make: We donit just recognize biblical
authority because it brings us the joy of a
shared commitment (cf. part 1) and gives
us an intellectual foothold (cf. part 2). We
also recognize biblical authority because
we actually believe the Bible is true.

ather than make this point
myself, however, I would like
to refer readers to a sermon

by one of my theological heroes, Dr.
Timothy Keller. The sermon is titled,
“Literalism: Isn’t the Bible Historically
Unreliable and Regressive?” and is
available at redeemer.com.

The main points of his sermon are:

® We can and should trust the Bible
historically.

® We can and should trust the Bible
culturally.

® We can and should trust the Bible
personally.

All the supporting thoughts behind
each point are helpful and I recom-
mend checking out the entire sermon.
However, it is the conclusion that is
most helpful for our discussion.

Keller says:

“It is often hinted—and sometimes
said outright—that people who believe
in the absolute authority of the Bible,
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and therefore believe they should sub-
mit to its authority, have a cold, legal-
istic kind of faith. This can certainly
be true of someone. But I would like
to make the case that a completely au-
thoritative Bible is the prerequisite for
a warm, personal relationship with

God—not the enemy of it.”

He continues the thought by adding:

“Unless you have a completely au-
thoritative Bible that can contradict you
and come after you..., you have a god of
your own making. An authoritative Bi-
ble that you have to submit to whether
you like it or not is not the enemy of a
personal relationship with Jesus Christ
and God—it’s the precondition.”

This is an incredibly important is-
sue. I readily acknowledge there are
many disputes regarding the finer
points of what specific language best
expresses these concepts of biblical in-
errancy. These disputes, if and when

JIaou

L

they are settled, will no doubt be re-
placed by other equally thorny issues.
And the need to earnestly seek clarity
as well as unity will continue.

However, as we seek to truly un-
derstand the authority of God’s in-
spired Word, we must remember
Jesus’ stern rebuke to those that would
strain out gnats of detail, yet swallow
camels, neglecting the weightier truth
of Scripture.

Ultimately, it is those who diligent-
ly live the truth of Scripture, not those
who have the most precise definitions
of it, whom Jesus commends in the fi-
nal judgment. Biblical authority is not
just another important doctrine. It is
foundational. But it is not so because
of the precision of our definitions. It is
so because it is Truth.

I will conclude my series on iner-
rancy with this final plea. We are cur-
rently facing one of the most significant
milestones in Erskine’s history. Our
commitment to the Triune God of the
Christian Scriptures is at the heart of
our shared mission. But Satan is alive
and active, and he would like nothing
more than to leverage our pride to turn
us against one another with petty ar-
guments over the hyper-precise defini-
tions of mere words.

For the sake of Erskine, for the
sake of the Truth, and for the sake of
Christ’s Kingdom, we cannot let the
evil one succeed. Our God has faith-
fully revealed himself in the Bible.
Let us rejoice and do his will. Let us
recommit ourselves to the important
work of Erskine: to equip students to
flourish as whole persons, for his glory
and our good.?
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL PROJECTS

By Dr. Ron Brunson, volunteer missionary

Pakistan — At the end of 2010, I made
a month-long ministry trip to Pakistan.
The trip turned out to be a critical one
as changes in circumstances demand us
to change our strategy if the children’s
ministry is to survive. Therefore, I'd like
to place a challenge before your Sunday
School class.

Pakistan is a country of satanic op-
pression. Muslims are increasingly
hardline in the way they deal with
Christians. Under this pressure, the
Christian community is buckling - fac-
tions in the church are making work
difficult. We are losing two of our five
workers, as they move to other places.

Persecution is increasing. But the
Christian Education program is re-
sponding. In spite of obstacles, the

ARPIL 2011

staff of the program is reaching out to
Christian families. The Christian Edu-
cation staff decided on ways to keep the
children’s work alive.

We are taking some practical steps.
First, we are creating a team in each
presbytery to help us recruit and train
volunteers from each church. Second,
we are encouraging families to give to
the eternal welfare of their children,
a conundrum when it is a struggle to
meet basic physical demands for sur-
vival. God commands us to make Him
a priority and promises to provide for
other needs when we do. What faith
this demands from our Pakistani fami-
lies that we simply cannot identify!

This year will be a time of “stretch-
ing of faith” for the Christian Education

Ministry. We covet your prayers for
discernment in choosing new leaders,
God'’s provision of finances, and His
inspiration to the Pakistani parents to
give the mite they can.

In the summer of 2010, nearly 20
churches responded to the special ap-
peal for the Sunday School/VBS min-
istry with children in our ARP churches
in Pakistan. The offerings received were
vital for sustaining the Sunday School
ministry. We thank you and ask that
you join us again this year. We encour-
age all our ARP churches to consider
the spiritual needs of the nearly 60,000
children and youth under the age of 16
in our ARP churches in Pakistan.?
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Supporting Presbyteries By Training Mission Developers

ission congregations are more
likely to survive and thrive
when the mission developer

is well-trained and supported. One
of the ways ONA helps support our
presbyteries’ church planting efforts is
through providing training.

Global Church Advancement
(GCA) helps us with our basic train-
ing of church planters (aka mission
developers). Your giving to the de-
nominational ministry fund and to
ONA helps ONA provide financial

support for each mission develop-
er to attend the GCA foundations
course as soon as possible after being
identified by a presbytery as a mis-
sion developer.

According to GCA's president, Dr.
Steve Childers, the vision of GCA is to
see God glorified and His Kingdom
come among all nations through the
global advancement of His Church.

This vision gave birth to the GCA
mission — to equip leaders to start,
grow and multiply Gospel-centered
churches among all nations.

A Gospel-centered church is one
whose ministry is primarily focused
on three things:

1) Good News for the Lost: Evan-
gelism (making converts)

2) Good News for the Found:
Spiritual Formation (in-depth
discipleship)

3) Good News for the Community:
Societal Transformation - relent-
less acts of mercy and justice
through which the crookedness
of society is made straight and
God’s will in Heaven is done
on earth.

In our From the Field this month,
we have reports from two people who
attended the GCA training in January
in Orlando, FL. This July, Erskine
College and Seminary will be joining
with ONA to host the GCA training
in Due West, July 19-21.

The training this summer will
include three separate tracks: the
church planting foundations course;
a church revitalization course; and a
course for those who serve as coaches
for church planters.?

By Rev. Steve Reynolds
Mission Developer, Fort Myers, FL

Global Church Advancement (GCA) is
an ambitious name for any group; how-
ever, after spending close to a week with
about 100 church planters in a Founda-
tions for Church Planting Training Inten-
sive, it may be appropriately named.

Steve Childers,
the director of GCA,
and each of the
trainers exuded
enthusiasm about
both the hardships
of church planting
and the great poten-
tial for Kingdom
growth, as they
unfolded for us a
foundational church planting strategy.

We were challenged to keep a King-
dom mind-set, even when all we can

Steve Childers
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Global Church
Advancement Conference

see is our church plant and its success or
failure before us. Since church planting is
God'’s calling, we were reminded about
the pivotal importance of prayer and
God'’s ability (as well as His desire) to do
“exceedingly, abundantly beyond all that
we ask or think” (Ephesians 3:20) as we
pursue His calling.

The days were long and the training
was intense—covering such topics as the
lofty vision and values we will embrace,
to the more mundane and practical ele-
ments of fund-raising, facilities, and phi-
losophies of ministry. Our wives were
able to participate with us in key sessions
and gathered for training of their own,
with a focus on not only having a mar-
riage that survives church planting, but
one that thrives in the process.

In addition to the seminars we were
able to mix with one another and hear the
things God has laid on planters’ hearts
— from Chicago, to Camden, NJ and even
Fort Myers, FL.

The training was excellent. The en-
couragement to keep the “main thing”
(loving God and people) the main thing
was sobering. The challenge before each
of us is real—how to grow a Kingdom-
minded church in a world where many
people’s love has grown cold. But the joy
of serving God where He has called us,
and having to rely on Him for everything,
is (and will be) worth it all!?

continued on page 20
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April Prayer Calendar

Synod’s Committee on Worship has authorized this calendar for use in private devotions and family altars throughout the denomination.
Scripture readings, memory verses and Westminster Shorter Catechism questions correspond with those used in the Adult Quarterly
Sunday School curriculum published by Christian Education Ministries. In support of the ARP denomination, we ask that you include
the churches and individuals listed below in your daily prayers.

WEEK ONE

MEMORY VERSE
If we are faithless, he will remain faithful,
for he cannot disown himself. 2 Timothy
2:13

SHORTER CATECHISM
Q.19 What is the misery of that estate
whereinto man fell?

A. All mankind by their fall lost commu-
nion with God, are under his wrath and
curse, and so made liable to all miseries
in this life, to death itself, and to the pains
of hell for ever.

1 1 Corinthians 11:23-33. Elsberry
ARP Church (19/0), Elsberry, MO:
Rev. Conrad Cheatham, pastor.
Effingham Presbyterian Church
(126/6), Effingham, SC: Rev. Brian
Lewis Howard, pastor.

2 2 Corinthians 6:1-10. Fairlea ARP
Church (29/8), Ronceverte, WV:
Rev. John lIsaac Hughes, pastor.
Edwards Memorial ARP Church
(78/11), Cayce, SC: Rev. John M.
Rogers, pastor.

3 2 Timothy 2:8-15. Missionaries: Rev.
& Mrs. Ashton T. ‘Tat” Stewart, Per-
sian Ministry. Retired minister: Dr.
Harry T. Schutte, Gastonia, NC, on

his birthday.

WEEK TWO

MEMORY VERSE
But you, dear friends, build yourselves
up in your most holy faith and pray in the
Holy Spirit. Jude 20

SHORTER CATECHISM
Q.20 Did God leave all mankind to perish
in the estate of sin and misery?

A. God having, out of his mere good plea-
sure, from all eternity, elected some to ev-
erlasting life, did enter into a covenant of
grace, to deliver them out of the estate of
sin and misery, and to bring them into an
estate of salvation by a Redeemer.

4 2 Corinthians 4:1-12. Faith Presbyte-

rian Church (149/45), Merritt Island,

FL: Rev. Robert E. Adams, pas-

tor. Missionaries: Mr. & Mrs. Alistair
Mitchell, ARPConnect.

5 Jeremiah 31:2-9. Grace Fellowship
Church (101/14), Sydney Mines,
NS: Rev. Richard Barnes, pastor.
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6 1 Corinthians 10:23-31. Covenant
Family Fellowship, Hoover, AL: Rev.
Kerry Ptacek, pastor. Community Cha-
pel-By-The-Sea, Melbourne Beach,
FL: Rev. David Walkup, pastor; Rev.

John Autry, associate pastor.

7 Acts 20:28-35. Ebenezer ARP
Church, Wrens, GA: Rev. Gary L.
Jones, pastor. Connections Presby-
terian Church, Huntsville, AL: Rev.

Bob Illman, pastor.

8 John 17:6-19. Faith ARP Church
(27/0), Sumter, SC: Jackson R.
Odya, clerk of session.

9 1 Samuel 12:19-25. Retired minister:

Rev. Williams M. Harris, Jr., Raphine,

VA, on his birthday. Faith Fellowship

ARP Church (53/16), Spring, TX: Rev.
Robert Ferguson, pastor.

10 Jude 17-25. Retired ministers: Rev.

David R. Ellis, Farmington, ME and
Rev. John S. Banks, Suffolk, VA, on
their birthdays.

WEEK THREE

MEMORY VERSE
“And when you stand praying, if you hold
anything against anyone, forgive him, so
that your Father in heaven may forgive
you your sins.” Mark 11:25

SHORTER CATECHISM
Q.21. Who is the Redeemer of God’s
elect?

A. The only Redeemer of God’s elect is
the Lord Jesus Christ, who, being the
eternal Son of God, became man, and so
was, and continueth to be, God and man
in two distinct natures, and one person,
for ever.

11 Psalm 55:16-22. Faith Presbyterian
Church, Leakesville, MS: Rev. Da-
vid Storment, pastor. Devenger Road
Presbyterian Church (144/18), Greer,
SC: Rev. Stuart Latimer, pastor; Rev.
Patrick D. Malphrus, associate pastor.

12 2 Kings 19:14-19. Due West ARP
Church (160/12), Due West, SC:
Rev. Calvin Draffin, pastor.

13 Psalm 109:21-31. Fairmount Pres-
byterian Church, Sewickley, PA:
Rev. Anthony Cowley, pastor.

14 Psalm 22:1-8. Retired minister: N.

Lanier Ellis, Charlotte, NC, on his
birthday.

15 1 Chronicles 16:8-18. Retired minis-
ter: Dr. Randall T. Ruble, Due West,
SC, on his birthday.

16 Matthew 21:12-17. Ballantyne Pres-

byterian Church (48/33), Charlotte,
NC: Dr. John Currid, pastor; Rev.
Robert Arendale, associate pastor.

17 Mark 11:1-11. Future Vision Presby-
terian Church, Flushing, NY: Rev. Jin
Hwa Kim, mission developer; Rev.
Geom Nam Lee, associate pastor.

WEEK FOUR

MEMORY VERSE
Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,”
he said. They came to him, clasped his
feet and worshiped him. Matthew 28:9

SHORTER CATECHISM
Q.22. How did Christ, being the Son of
God, become man?

A. Christ, the Son of God, became man,
by taking to himself a true body, and a
reasonable soul, being conceived by the
power of the Holy Ghost, in the womb of

the Virgin Mary, and born of her, yet with-

out sin.

18 1 Corinthians 15:1-8. Retired minis-
ter's widow: Mary McClelland, Kis-

19 Matthew 26:1-5. Christ Community
Church (860/397), Greensboro, NC:
Rev. Bill Marsh, pastor; Rev. Bryan
Crotts, associate pastor.
Dr. Troy L. Pritt, Warren, AR, on his
birthday.

21 Matthew 27:32-44. Retired minister:
Rev. Zeb C. Williams, Lexington,
VA, on his birthday.

22 Matthew 27:45-56. Coddle Creek
ARP Church (189/40), Mooresville,
NC: Rev. James A. Hunt, pastor.
Church (47/9), Concord, NC: Rev. J.
Mark McClamrock, pastor.

2 4 Matthew 28:1-17. Retired minister’s
widow: Suzanne Elliott, Gastonia,

simmee, FL, on her birthday.
20 Matthew 27:15-26. Retired minister:
23 Matthew 27:57-61. Concord ARP
NC, on her birthday.
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WEEK FIVE

MEMORY VERSE
Therefore, my dear friends, as you have
always obeyed — not only in my presence,
but now much more in my absence — con-
tinue to work out your salvation with fear
and trembling, for it is God who works in
you to will and to act according to his good
purpose. Philippians 2:12-13

SHORTER CATECHISM
Q.23. What offices doth Christ execute as
our Redeemer?

A. Christ, as our Redeemer, executeth
the offices of a prophet, of a priest, and
of a king, both in his estate of humiliation
and exaltation.

25 1 Peter 2:18-25. City Church of
Greensboro (72/15), Greensboro,
NC: Rev. James White, pastor.

26 James 3:13-18. Retired minister and

Principal Clerk of General Synod: Dr.
C. Ronald Beard, Columbia, SC, on
his birthday.

27 Matthew 10:34-39. Retired minister:
Dr. James L. MacLeod, Augusta, GA,
on his birthday.

28 Ephesians  4:1-6.  Missionaries,

Erskine Theological Seminary As-
sociate Professor of New Testament
and Director of the Master of Arts
in Practical Ministry Program: Dr. &
Mrs. James Hering, Mobile Theologi-
cal Training Team.

29 Colossians 1:9-18. Retired minister:
Rev. John E. Hill, Charlotte, NC, on
his birthday.

30 Philippians  1:27-30.  Communion
Presbyterian Church, Irvine, CA: Rev.
Kent Moorlach, mission developer.

* denotes mission church.

Membership figures represent the number of
active communicant members/noncommunicant
members.

Lessons and/or Readings based on International
Sunday School Lessons. The International Bible
Lessonsfor Christian Teaching, copyright © 2001
by the Committee on the Uniform Series.

Etvmp 1zirxw

2 Catawba Presbytery Children’s
Retreat, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m., Tirzah
ARP, York, SC

2 CEM Northeast and Virginia
Presbytery Officer Training,
Church of Atonement

4-5 ONA Board Meeting

6-7 Committee on Minister and
His Work, 6 p.m., Bonclarken

7-8 Board of Benefits, 3 p.m.,
Bonclarken

8-9 ARP Women’s Ministries
Exec Comm and Board Meet-

ing, Bonclarken

16 Spring Open House (Preview
Day) Erskine College

16-24 Spring Break, Erskine Seminary
18-19 Board of Stewardship, Bonclarken

19 First Presbytery, Senior Adult
Spring Fling, 9 a.m.

22 Good Friday (ARP Center Of-
fices Closed)

24 EASTER

26 Florida Presbytery, Shepherd
Road Church, Lakeland, FL

28-29 Board of Stewardship, Bonclarken

29-3  Erskine Alumni Weekend

continued from page 18

By T.J. Gentry
ONA Board Member

As 1 prepared for the GCA Confer-
ence, I prayed that God would help me
to be like a sponge, so I could soak up the
knowledge and experience of the many
presenters and proven planters. He an-
swered my prayer.

Beginning with the clear teaching from
Scripture about the essential purposes of
the church in Acts 2, to the importance of
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understanding your ministry context and
contextualizing the gospel accordingly, I
was absolutely challenged and humbled.
I was challenged to give more serious at-
tention to preparation for church planting
and supporting church planters.

I was humbled to think that God uses
broken vessels like me and others to actu-
ally bring the good news to the hurting.
It was an excellent experience that any-
one would benefit from, and it especially
helped me in refocusing my vision for min-
istry and passion for church planting.?

THE ASSOCIATE REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN

NEW!
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Time to Rekindle

JOANNE HAMILTON
President

I ove has been on my mind lately,
and not just because I'm pen-
ning this around Valentine’s

Day. It's a different kind of love that

occupies my thoughts—the love a

Christian has for Jesus, and how easy

it is to allow that love to grow luke-

warm, to take Him for granted, even
as we immerse ourselves in work for

His Kingdom.

This point was brought home to
me in a recent Bible study focused
on Revelation 2:1-7. In addressing
the different churches, Christ highly
commends the witness of the church
at Ephesus, but then criticizes them:
Yet I hold this against you: You have
forsaken your first love (v. 4).

What? How could He say that?
Look at all the earnest work the
church has done. Look at the suffer-
ing and hardship for his name! Look
at the way they have persevered and
protected the integrity of the Gospel!
How could Christ think they have
forsaken him?

The situation is reminiscent of an
old joke. After many years of mar-
riage, the wife complains to her hus-
band that he never tells her he loves
her. He replies, “I married you, didn’t
1?7 We laugh at the obvious differ-
ence in spousal perceptions here, but
in truth it can be a reflection of us and
our relationship with Jesus.

We can be very busy “doing” for the
Kingdom, but neglect to spend time
with the One for whom we toil. The
danger is in believing that our “doing”
constitutes adequate expression of our
love for Jesus, when His desire is to be
in fellowship with us, which requires
us spending time with him.
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There is a reason we call it “quiet”
time—time to listen, time to adore,
time to confess, time to give thanks,
time to love the One who loves us
so wondrously. Easter is a time to
reflect on and celebrate Christ’s love
for us, expressed in his suffering on
the cross. What better time for us to
examine our own expression of love
for him, and get back to that “first
love” as we knew it when Christ first
entered our hearts.

Time to Give Thanks

On behalf of the Women’s Minis-
tries Board, I would like to thank the
women for their faithful support of the
Women’s Ministries financial plan. In
these difficult economic times, your
gifts to the work of Women’s Minis-
tries enable us to meet our commit-
ments, blessing others through such
ministries as Jubilee Birthday, Family
Bible Conference, Camp Joy, and the
Retired Missionaries Fund. Support
for our year ending August 2010 was
especially encouraging. Praise God
through whom all blessings flow!

Time to Mark Calendars

Heads up! All women who will be
attending the Meeting of General Syn-
od June 7-9 are invited to gather at the
OASIS (Synodical Hall) on Wednesday,
June 8, 3:30-4:30, for a time of spiritual
refreshment and encouragement. Car-
olyn Whiting, Spiritual Life chairman
at First Presbyterian Church in Co-
lumbia, SC, will lead us in a presenta-
tion entitled, “The Faith You Confess.”
Child care will be available in Mary
Alice Cottage. It is our desire to create
a time for women to fellowship, hear
the Word, be challenged in the hearing
of it, and walk away refreshed and up-
lifted. If you will be attending General
Synod, plan to join us at the OASIS!

Time to Look Ahead
As president of Women’s Minis-
tries, I have the privilege of appoint-
ing women to various committees of

the Women’s Ministries Board (WMB).
These committees function under the
direction of a chairman in pursuit of
the following;:

* Historical Library: oversees collec-
tion and preservation of permanent
records for ARPWM

e Missions and Outreach: pursue op-
portunities to support our women
in missions as well as reaching into
our communities with the Gospel

e Spiritual Life: recommends re-
sources for Bible study and
spiritual enrichment

¢ Nominating: secures nominations
for openings on the WMB for voting
at the Annual Meeting

¢ Synodical Hall: oversees mainte-
nance and upkeep of the building
and its furnishings in cooperation
with Bonclarken staff. (This is the
only committee for which local can-
didates are preferred.)

Presbyterial presidents are asked
to submit names of women they be-
lieve to be good candidates for the
positions, but I would welcome sug-
gestions from the women at large
as well. Our desire is to have broad
representation from all over the de-
nomination. Do you know someone
who would be a good fit for serving
the Lord in this way? Email me at
jahamilton7@verizon.net.?
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Complete Subjection to Christ

ELIZABETH M. BURNS
Coordinator

k, who’s with me on this?
I've got way too much to
do; not enough time to do

it in; don’t know where to start
first; just focus on the most urgent
need, get past that, grab a breath,
then get on to the next pressing
matter, and so on and so forth.

Like a swimmer in a race, grab-
bing a breath between strokes, I too
seem to be only grabbing a breath in
between the demands of life. But un-
like the swimmer, who is energized
by keeping her goal in focus, I am
so busy gasping for breath between
hanging, pressing, and urgent mat-
ters, I find myself unfocused, with no
end in sight, and plum worn out!

I have spoken to so many women
about the struggle of the busyness of
life, about the things that we think we
are missing in life and from our lives
as a result. Barely a conversation goes
by that this topic doesn’t come up.
It's pandemic! And the things that
are missing in and from our lives,
more times than not, are prayer; quiet
solitude with Jesus in prayer; reading
and meditating on his Word.

I have sensed this lack in my own
life most keenly as I've been study-
ing Hebrews with the ladies in my
church. The supremacy of Christ, his
beauty, his perfection, his sacrifice
—and I can barely give him a few mo-
ments, because more pressing mat-
ters have convinced me of their im-
portance? Really?
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Solving Our Dilemma

You and I both know that Jesus is
the answer to our dilemma. But just
how does that play out in real life?
What does it look like? What does it
mean? Well, in considering the truth
of Hebrews 2:8, “putting everything in
subjection under His feet. Now in put-
ting everything in subjection to him,
He left nothing outside his control”.

I had to ask myself how my life
lined up with this Scripture. Is every-
thing I am, everything I do, every-
thing I pursue, everything I think or
desire or put my hand to, subjected
to Jesus? Is there anything in my life
that is outside his control? My an-
swer? No and yes, respectively.

And T have lots of reasons why
this is so, and some of them are really
good too! But in thinking through my
reasons, God quickly revealed them
as excuses that stem from my lack of
discipline, allowing things in my life
to take precedence over my relation-
ship with Jesus.

I don’t like the “D” word, most of
us don’t. Oh how I wish, wish, wish,
that the things required of me by God
would come easily and naturally.
But they don't. I (we) have to apply
ourselves to godliness, relying on the
supernatural strength and leading of
the Holy Spirit.

In between the breaths of life, I
(we) must keep our eyes on the goal,
staying focused on a life that must be
lived in complete subjection to Christ.
It means making hard decisions (dis-
cipline) between good and best. It
means exercising discernment (disci-
pline) between what “feels” right and
what “is” right. Starving the flesh
(discipline) to feed the spirit! Fasting
from the world (discipline) that I may
feast on the Word. It means abstain-
ing (discipline) from the urgent to ob-
tain the divine!

Discipline of Fasting

I don’t know enough about the
discipline of fasting to give any great
insight about it here. But I want to
know more. Fasting is an exercise
in self-control and thus an exer-
cise much needed if I, or you, are to
be disciplined in matters of the
spirit, godliness, holiness, and time
management!
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There are many things we can,
and should fast from, but I am going
to choose food since it is something
essential to life. If God can teach me
how to deny the essential, certainly
then I will be ready and able to deny
the non-essentials that interfere with
my life in Christ.

In the future, when someone talks
to me about life being too hectic or
overwhelming, I want to be prepared
to share with them what God has
taught me through fasting. I want
to be an example of someone who is
enjoying an abundant life in Christ,
because I have learned to say no to
some things and to prioritize the rest.

What about you? Won't you con-
sider the discipline of fasting to see
what God might teach you about
choices and priorities? Join me in re-
fusing to settle for life as usual and
hoping for something better.?

THE ASSOCIATE REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN



PREPARE THE WAY

By Barbara Thayer

s we approach one of the most
significant times of celebration
— Easter, it’s the time prior to the

celebration of our Lord’s resurrection
which is often overlooked. The 40-day
period of Lent has been observed from
the earliest Apostolic times. Lent was
observed as a time of repentance and
preparation for the day of celebration,
when our Lord rose from the grave.

Because Jesus spent 40 days in
the wilderness in preparation for his
ministry, early Christians observed
this same length of time in prayer
and fasting, beginning the seventh
Wednesday before Easter. Unfortu-
nately, some churches and believers
discard this observance or give it little
thought. However, there is so much to
be gained when we seriously take this
time to reflect on what Christ has done
for us.

AsIconsidered Lent, I couldn’thelp
but think about the ministry of John
the Baptist, who prepared the way for
Christ. According to scripture, during
the 15th year of the reign of Tiberius
Caesar, John began his ministry in the
wilderness around Jordan. He called
upon the people to repent and be bap-
tized to show their sorrow for sin.

Ministry of John the Baptist
John 3:4-6 describes his ministry:
“As it is written in the book of the
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words of Isaiah the prophet, ‘The
voice of one crying in the wilderness:
Prepare the way of the Lord, make
His paths straight. Every valley shall
be filled and every mountain and hill
shall be made low, and the crooked
shall become straight, and the rough
places shall become level ways, and all
flesh shall see the salvation of God.””

John’s whole purpose was to pre-
pare and point the way to the Messiah.
He was clear about this when people
questioned if he was the promised one
of Israel. John told them: “I baptize
you with water, but He who is mighti-
er than I is coming, the strap of whose
sandals I am not worthy to untie. He
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit
and with fire” (John 3:16b).

John the Baptist was called to pre-
pare the people for their Messiah. He
never saw himself as greater than his
Lord, but focused only on bringing
people to repentance. In fact, when Je-
sus became known to John, he encour-
aged two of his own disciples to fol-
low the Lord, for he knew that his was
a ministry of preparation, while Christ
was the fulfillment of God’s promise
to his people to send a redeemer.

God has ordained times of prepara-
tion in His Word. First, John came on
the scene to bring people back to re-
pentance. Then, Jesus spent 40 days in
the wilderness in preparation for his
ministry. Therefore, how hard can it be
for us to spend quality time in prayer,
reflection, meditation and worship be-
fore the Lord, prior to the joyous cel-
ebration of Easter? If we neglect this
40 days, we are missing a blessing.

In the small town where I grew
up, we had a large Roman Catholic
and Lutheran population. Lent was
an important observance. Even in the

Presbyterian Church, which my fam-
ily attended, the time of Lent was con-
sidered a time to think about Christ.
Most people gave up something dur-
ing this time. Some abstained from
meat (especially Catholics). Others
gave up some pastime they enjoyed
and used that time to read the Bible
and pray. There was always a blessing
that resulted from preparing the heart
to encounter the Living Christ.

How to Prepare

May I suggest setting aside time
for prayer and repentance. Memorize
scripture. Give up something and re-
place it with study of God’s Word.
Take time to fast whether it is for a
day or a meal...do it as unto the Lord.
When we set our hearts right before
God, we will find a sweeter relation-
ship with Him than we have ever
enjoyed before. When Easter Sunday
comes, we will be glad that we have
spent 40 days of preparation to wor-
ship our King.

Prayer

Father, give us hearts of repentance
and help us to prepare for the celebra-
tion of our Lord’s resurrection. Dur-
ing the 40-day period, clear our minds
and hearts of the clutter of this world.
May we reflect Your glory in all we say

and do. In Jesus’ name, Amen.?
Barbara Thayer, a member of
First Presbyterian Church (ARP),
Lake Placid, FL, has been writing
meditations on God’s Word for
15 years. “It started as a ministry
to my fellow polio survivors and
spreadtoinclude our churchfam-
ily through our newsletter,” she
said. Others across the country

have joined her email list.
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Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will pnd; knock and the door
will be opened to you. Matthew 7:7

Thursda Frida Saturda
1 2

April Foolds Day Womends Seminar 0Youdre a
Enjoy yourself! Woman. . .Youdre A Christian
...Youdre Invited!6 Church of
the Atonement, Silver Spring,
MD 9:30 Registration

7 9

No Housework Day-Yippee!!

3-9: Hebrews 10:19-23 Wow!|Conpdence to enter the holy placés by Jesusi blood. . . a great priest| . . draw near. . .hearts sprinkled ¢lean. . .He who promised is faithful. How will you praise God for these wonderful truths this week?

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

10-16: Hebrews 10:24-25 When you meet with your sisters in Christ this month, consider how you can stir one another up in love and good works.

17 18 19 20 21 22

Good Friday

17-23: Hebrews 10:26-31 As you prepare to celebrate Easter this Sunday, will you examine your life for sin, deliberate or not| confessing and repenting of it, taking care not to offend the Spifit of grace?

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

Happy Easter!

24-30: Our conpdence has great reward! List the things Jesus has done for you through His life, death, and resurrection - praise Him and pray for an opportunity to share this with someone who negds to hear some good news!

; L Lake Wales (FL) WM Retreat, April 9 Thomson (GA) Presbyterian Church
National Humor _<_o:5_ National Stress Miriam Rockness, speaker Ladies Spring Retreat
Awareness Month (Letts pray the former “Miriam will explores with us a woman’s Georgia Baptist Conference Center,
cancels out the latter!) relationship with God and what a conversation Toccoa, GA
(prayer) with God might look like.” April 29-30




All In Our Family

By Sharon Grifpn

Personal Mention

BRIGHTON (TN): Ben Cavin won first
place in the Special Olympics bowling
competition Jan. 25. Lilly Alsbrook’s
science project was selected for the fi-
nals in the elementary division at Brigh-
ton Middle School.

EBENEZER (SC): Shirley Sims re-
tired in December after 21 years as
administrative assistant for the church.
Virginia Newman has recently become
a member of York County Ballet. Mara-
line Clark received the 2010 Come See
Me Community Service Award for her
long time volunteer work in the Rock
Hill community.

EDGEMOOR (SC). The following
Scouts received the God & Me Award
on Scout Sunday Feb. 6: Riley Alex-
ander, Bryson Bazemore, Eli Beard,
Chip Bowman, Keegan Buck, John
Wayne Grooms, Lane Martin, and Da-
vid Simpson. Those receiving the God
& Family Award: Devin Gaston, Allen
Grooms, and Justin Thomas. Kristi
Murphy was named to the Dean’s List
for the fall 2010 semester at the Univer-
sity of SC-Lancaster. Leslie Murphy
was named to the President’s List for
the fall 2010 semester at the University
of SC-Columbia. Edgemoor Women’s
Ministries recognized Steve Jackson
and Tim Whitaker as Partners in Minis-
try for their faithful help. Johnny Hick-
lin was recognized Jan. 23 for his many
wonderful years of service as Clerk of
Session.

FAYETTEVILLE (TN): Will Calvin, a
member of the Lincoln Co. High School
swim team, has earned the right to at-
tend the TN Regional Finals in Nash-
ville. Katherine Calvin, a sophomore
at Vanderbilt University, was chosen
to participate in the “Alternative Spring
Break” in March. This involved travel-
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ing to Nicaragua to interact with young
children in various settings. Jeremiah
Thomas earned Summa Cum Laude
honors for the fall 2010 term at UT-
Knoxville. Margaret Johnson cele-
brated her 99th birthday on Feb. 11.

COLUMBIA FIRST (SC): Frances
Louise Sadler, 13, and John Marion
Sadler, Jr., 15, recited the Children’s
Catechism.

GASTONIA FIRST (NC): Bob & Widdy
Barnhill celebrated 60 years of mar-
riage Feb. 2, and Bob & Jo Ann Sytz
celebrated 53 years Feb. 15. Ken-
nedy Craig, Zack Keuthan, and Emily
Robinson made Erskine College’s fall
Dean’s List. Lynda Williams has been
named the church’s first preschool direc-
tor. For his Scout Life Project, Stephen
Christopher collected 75 coats, which
were distributed by the Gaston County
School counselors to needy children.
Paige Huffstetler was named to the
fall Dean’s List for Appalachian State
University. She also earned a place on
the Chancellor’s List. Mya Hipps was
crowned Miss Greater Lyman on Jan. 8.

GREENWOOD (SC): Maggie Ste-
phens was named “Most Christ-
like Player” in the church basketball
league.

LAKE PLACID (FL): Dick & Nancy
Schild celebrated their 50th anniver-
sary Feb. 4. Wallace Leavine turned
88 on Feb. 3. J. V. Horne turned 89
on Feb. 4.

LAKE WALES (FL): Carter Ellis Ull-
man recently attained the rank of Eagle
Scout.

MOORESVILLE (NC): Larry Massey
has been named Elder Emeritus by the
Session. Mr. Massey has served as an
elder since 1978.

NEELY'S CREEK (SC): Neely Leslie
was named to the College of Architec-
ture, Arts and Humanities Dean’s List
at Clemson University for the Fall 2010
semester.

NEW PERTH (NC): Sarah K. Mund-
henke was named to the Honor Roll for
the fall semester at Brevard College.

ROWAN (SC): Bill & Dorothy Ogburn
celebrated their 70th wedding anniver-
sary on Nov. 23.

SEBRING (FL): The following members
celebrated special birthdays in January:
Charles Furedy, 89th on the 5th; Joan
Scarpati, 82nd on the 9th; Dorothy
Fisher, 87th on the 9th; George Mar-
tin, 82nd on the 25th; John Freeland,
91st on the 31st.

SHILOH (SC): Flowers were recently
placed in the church in honor of Maude
Snipes in her 98th year.

TUCKER (GA): Grace Auman won the
Girls 12 and Under tennis tournament
at Hamilton Mill.

Marriages
BARTOW (FL): Leslie Bryan & Logan
Green, Jan. 15.

ELSBERRY (MQO): Stephanie & Kyle
Ericson, Dec. 18.

NEW ALBANY (MS): Emily Manning
& Sean Owen, Feb. 5.

Births

BACK CREEK (NC): Cyndi & Mike
Kirk, a son John Michael, Jan. 17.
Tommy & Connie Wyant, a daughter
Katie Elizabeth, Jan. 30.

BARTOW (FL): Bryan & Kim Greear,
a daughter Abbie Elizabeth, Dec. 11.

COLUMBIA FIRST (SC): Lisa & Jeff
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King, a daughter Juliana Rose, Jan.
29. Natalie & Mark Witte, a son Al-
exander Markovich, Feb. 10. Hadyn &
Bryan Ganse, twin daughters Madison
Jervey and Jennifer Diane, Feb. 15.

EBENEZER (SC): David & Julie Mills,
a daughter Caroline Elizabeth, Dec. 17.

EDWARDS MEMORIAL (SC): Rick &
Joy Jacob, a son Aiden Jacob, Feb. 8.

FROSTPROOEF (FL): Brian & Heather
Sheffer, a son Luke Samuel, Jan. 10.

GASTONIA FIRST (SC): Randy & Pa-
mela Mumford, a daughter Emerson
Grace, Dec. 11. Josh & Taylor Haz-
ard, a son Benjamin Rhys, Dec. 23.

LAKE PLACID (FL): Jim & Katie Wil-
son, a son Jackson Piper, Jan. 18.

NEELY’S CREEK (SC): Jason & Mar-
cie Yon, a son Joshua Larry, Jan. 12.

PROVIDENCE (NC): Todd & Marnita
Causby, a son Levi Elliott, Jan. 24.

RICHLAND (TN): James & Holly Weir,
a daugher Clara Joyce, Jan 11.

SHEPHERD ROAD (FL): Matt & Kim
Guyette, a son Philip Fredrick, Jan. 17.

THOMSON (GA): Martha & Win Scott,
a son Winfield Baldwin, Feb. 10.

TIRZAH (SC): Erik & Sable Leddick,
a daughter Aubrey Christina, Feb. 11.

Deaths

CEDAR SPRINGS (SC). Rita Gay
(Hart) Tuck, 73, died Jan. 16.
CHAPEL BY THE SEA (FL):
“Bob” Crapo, 71, died Jan. 23.
COLUMBIA FIRST (SC): Dollie Smith
Seaborn, 60, died Feb. 13.
CONCORD (NC): Lynn C. Milan, 54,
died Jan. 7.

CRAIGAVE./TABERNACLE (NC): Zoie
Wilson Shaw, 72, wife of former pastor
Rev. Richard Shaw, died Nov. 25.

EBENEZER (SC): Donald Stuart Bu-
rhyte, 82, member since 1982, choir
member and deacon, died Dec. 24.
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FAYETTEVILLE (TN): Nancy Jones

Hamilton, 85, died Jan. 20.
FROSTPROOQOF (FL): Daniel Woodley,

69, died Dec. 26.

GASTONIAFIRST (NC): Rufus Boyce
“R.B.” Wilson, Jr., 93, deacon, el-
der, elder emeritus, member for over
80 years, father of Rev. Boyce Wilson
and Mary Lineberger (wife of Rev. Mike
Lineberger), died Jan. 28.

GLENWOOD (NC): Leonard Brown
McCorkle, 88, elder, former church
treasurer, died Jan. 21.

GREENWOOD (SC): Lucy Bailey
Patrick, 68, member of Bonclarken Hall
of Fame, wife of William “Billy” Patrick,
died Feb. 20.

GOOD SHEPHERD (NC): Lois De-
Hart, 89, mother of Rev. Walt DeHart,
died Dec. 23.

GRACE COMMUNITY (NC): Harvey P.
Langley, 62, died Jan. 31.

GREENVILLE (SC): David Bridwell,
47, died Jan. 31.

LAKE PLACID (FL): Donna J. Risch,
60, died Jan. 18. Wilson Kresge, 88,
died Jan. 28.

LAKE WALES (FL): Rinold Duren, 81,
died Jan. 6. Donald Lee Mann, 84, dea-
con, elder, choir member, died Jan. 29.

LANCASTER FIRST (SC):
Ghent died Feb. 13.

PEACHTREE CORNERS (GA): Anita
Burke Creel, 84, died Feb. 2.

PLEASANTHILL (SC): Jean B. Helms,
81, lifelong member, died Jan.22. Em-
ory Gaston Bell, 86, clerk of Session,
former treasurer, died Jan. 24.

PROVIDENCE (TN): Claude Louis
Ferguson, 92, deacon, elder, Gideon,
died Jan. 21.

REDEEMER (SC): Jonathan Todd
Adams, 51, elder emeritus, son of Dr.
& Mrs. Jay Adams, died Jan. 15.

ROWAN (SC): Gail Louise Ruffing,
71, died Feb. 4.

Eva Mae

SHERWOOD FOREST (SC):
Jennings Collins, died Jan. 28.

SHILOH (SC): Margaret Snipes Small,
96, died Feb. 6.

STONY POINT (NC): Wilma Jean
Babcock, 75, died Jan. 22.

TIRZAH (SC): Gus Karres, 79, died
Feb. 5. Tammy Humphries, 54, died
Feb. 11.

TRINITY (FL): Joyce U. Reams, 82,
died Jan. 28.

UNITY (SC): Kelly Jane Lucas Laney,
41, died Jan. 6.

Hazel

New Communicant
Members

BETHANY (MS): Tommy Hood.
BOYCE MEMORIAL (NC): Mr. & Mrs.
Alan (Janet) Harmon.

CENTENNIAL (SC): Lisa Weaver.

GASTONIAFIRST (NC): Andy & Kirby
Crotts, Dean & Angie Dixon, Tyler &
Hunter; Sara Jarvis, Chris Johnson,
Ray & Carolyn Jones, Dean Rhyne,
Mike & Angie Surbeck, Coleman Wil-
liams.

GOOD NEWS (AZ): Corbin Reidy,
Ciby Shaw, Alexana Wilcoxson, Jax-
on Wilcoxson.

GREENWOOD (SC): Robert Cole-
man, C. C. Coleman (associate).

GUM TREE (MS): Susan Shippe,
Cara Waters, Justin Waters.

LAKE PLACID (FL): Joe & Jan Bar-
ney, David & Carol Finstrom, Susie
Henson, Katie Williams.

LAKE WALES (FL): Luke Bronco,
Tabatha Martin, Philip Pettus, Bill
& Norma Schaffer, Boyd & Maxine
Spangler.

LANCASTER (SC): Jennifer Jaillette.

LAUDERDALE (VA): Billy Arndt, Eth-
el Dowling, Arthur Hostetter, Darlene
Hostetter.

ORA (SC): Robert & Sara Caudell.
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PRESSLY MEMORIAL (NC): Josiah
McCoy, Dirk and Shirley Mroczek, Ja-
cob Powell, Jennifer Sherrill, Casey
Troutman.

SHEPHERD ROAD (FL): Patricia
“Pat” Boatwright, Edwin & Jamie
Brengle, Carlos & Marie Molinares,
Beth Pendry, David & Trish Pendry,
Sigfrido & Jennice Rodriguez, Mark
Katherine Thomas, Dorothy “Dot”
Wilson.

SHILOH (SC): Taylor Cook.
TIRZAH (SC): Jenny Stockford.

WHITE OAK (GA): Jim & Pam Emer-
son, Jim & Johanna Wessells.

Special Services

BARTOW (FL): Rev. Walt Shepard led
the Missions Conference Feb. 18-20 on
“Developing His Mission Team for Bar-
tow.”

CODDLE CREEK (NC): The annual
Missions Conference was held Feb.13
with Dr. John Oliver preaching. The
theme was “For Such a Time as This”.

COLUMBIAFIRST (SC): The Spiritual Life
Conference was held Feb. 11 & 12. Dr.
Peter Jones, Director of TruthXChange,
was the guest speaker. The theme was
“Battle for the Soul: Gospel Truth in a
Post-Christian Spiritual Culture”.

DUE WEST (SC): Rev. Boyce Wilson
was the speaker for services held Feb.
13-16.

GASTONIA FIRST (NC): Wingate Uni-
versity Singers held a concert Feb. 21.

LAKE WALES (FL): The Philadelphia
Main Line String Quartet presented a
concert Jan. 22. Gary Seydell, tenor,
presented a variety of solo works on Feb.
11. Theannual missions conference was
held Feb. 20-23 with Dr. George Murray
as keynote speaker.

Mission Trips
EBENEZER (SC): Rev. & Mrs. Boyce
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(Cathy) Wilson traveled to Lima, Peru,
Jan. 13-17 where he spoke to Wycliffe
Bible Translators’ team there on “Glory
of God: The Bible’s Central Theme.”

Installations

CRAIG AVE./TABERNACLE (NC):
Jim Brown as elder. Paul Hoffman as
deacon.

FAITH (Merritt Island, FL): Mike Gal-
logly, Herm Grey, and Rudy Seiffer as
elders. Bryan T. Hall and Paul Kost-
ner as deacons.

FROSTPROOF (FL): John R. Alex-
ander and Wayne Collier as elders.
Kenny Dale as deacon.

GREENVILLE (SC): Welch Bostick,
Ed Culbertson, Copper Horton, Greg
Kerce, John Whitehead, and John
Wingate as elders. Jimmy Feem-
ster, John Fort, Hogan Hairston,
Steve Hand, Russell Lowery, and Jeff
McLaughlin as deacons.

LAKE PLACID (FL): Todd Bobo, John
Smoak, and Roger Warrick as el-
ders. Dolly Breig, Keith Coker, Darryl
Kinchen, Terry Thompson, and Bob
White as deacons.

LAKE WALES (FL): Andy Hunt, Ed
Lamb, John Matteson, and Jimmy
Seay as elders. Joshua Behr, Larry
Oliszewski, Jim Smith, Christine Wa-
ters, and Steve Wilson as deacons.

NEELY’S CREEK (SC): Johnny Boyd,
Paul Johnson and Jimmy McWa-
ters as elders. Jeff Bowyer, Tommy
Locke, Darrell Matthews, Gerald Mat-
thews, and Scott Walker as deacons.

SHERWOOD FOREST (SC): Linwood
Davidson and Bill Ross as elders.

STATESVILLE FIRST (NC): Jim Arey-
Schank, John Beam, Jack Burriss,
and Larry King as elders. Sue David-
son, Tommy Foster, Marilyn Garnes-
ki, and Tony Wise as deacons.
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Graduations

COLUMBIA FIRST (SC): Annie Half-
ord Childs graduated from the Univer-
sity of South Carolina. Daniel Janosik
was awarded his Ph.D. in Historical
Theology recently.

EDGEMOOR (SC): Leslie Murphy
graduated Cum Laude from the Uni-
versity of South Carolina-Columbia with
a bachelor’s degree in early childhood
education.

GASTONIA FIRST (SC): Lee Craw-
ford received his bachelor’s degree in
history from Appalachian State Univer-
sity in Dec.

PROVIDENCE (NC). Emma Hoover
received her Nurses Aid Il certification
in Dec. from Gaston College.

Womenis Ministries

EDGEMOOR (SC): 2011 officers:
president - Catherine Gaston; vice
president - Kathy Cox; past president
- Jean Westbrook; secretary - Grace
Love; treasurer - Linda Westbrook.

EFFINGHAM (SC): 2011 officers:
Kathy Knight, coordinator; Anna-Ma-
rie O’Shea, secretary; Betty Dennis,
treasurer.

GREENVILLE (SC): 2011 officers:
Dawn Stewart, president; Holly Ridge-

I, vice president; Marie Milling, secre-
tary; and Susan Crout, treasurer.

STATESVILLE FIRST (NC). 2011 of-
ficers: Pam Aman (president); Ann
Feimster (vice president); Sara Koontz
(secretary); Barbara Kyles (secretary);
Mary Johnson (historian).

LAKE WALES (FL): 2011 officers: Kay
Weaver (president); Mary Benner (vice
president); Laura Hunt (secretary);
Lori Cunningham (treasurer).

UNITY (SC): 2011 officers: president
- Susie Wallace; vice president - Ger-
aldine Carnes; secretary - Jennifer
Deason; treasurer - Clara Starnes.?
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Richard R. Weisner

We, the Session of First Lancaster ARP Church, acknowledge with appre-
ciation to God, the life of Richard R. Weisner. He was a graduate of Clemson
University and a veteran of the United States Army.

In January, 1962, he married his high school sweetheart, Marion Elizabeth
Blanks. While serving his country Mr. Weisner achieved the rank of Colonel
in the United States Army. Colonel Weisner served his country as an Army
engineer in Germany during the Berlin Crisis.

He graduated from the U.S. Army Jumpmaster School, was an instructor
for the U.S. Army Rangers and the U.S. Army Jungle School as well as being
a Green Beret training instructor. He was part of the first organized group of
soldiers to go into Vietnam.

Dick joined First Lancaster ARP Church on Nov. 9, 1969, and became a
deacon in 1970. In December, 1973, he was ordained as an elder and served
the first of many terms on the Session. He was instrumental in forming and
teaching the Young Adult Sunday School Class until they outgrew the name
and became the Adult Fellowship Class. When no one else stepped forward to
teach the Junior High class, Dick volunteered to teach.

Using his background in engineering and his experience in construction he
formed his own business, called Grace Contractors. The name of his company
was a tribute to the grace he felt his Lord had bestowed upon him. Dick was
an Eagle Scout and in 1984, he organized Troop 72 at First ARP and served as
its first Scout Master.

Dick, affectionately known as the Colonel, organized and led many in-
terdenominational mission work teams to Germany, France, Scotland, West
Africa, as well as numerous trips to Haiti and Mexico. He also led many work
teams to Bonclarken. He served on the World Witness Board for six years as
well as two terms on the Bonclarken Board.

He helped form the Lancaster High School Soccer Team, worked with the
SC State Guard, graduated from pyrotechnics school and enjoyed participat-
ing in local fireworks displays.

He is survived by his wife, three children: Missy (Gary) Roach, Melanie
(Scott) Brown, and Ricky (Shannon) Weisner and eight grandchildren.

This tribute was adopted by the Session of First Lancaster ARP Church on
Feb. 2, 2011. It was ordered that a copy of this tribute be included in the min-
utes of the Session and published in the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Maga-
zine. A copy has also been given to each of his children and grandchildren.
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Read your denomination’s magazine online
at your leisure - at work or at home. The ARP
is now available in a downloadable version and
will automatically come to you by email. Sign up
now by calling Susan Lever Tanner at 864-232-
8297, ext. 236 or email wxerrivDevtw}rsh?
svk? Don’t miss an issue!
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Bible Chronology — Bible history without chro-
nology is myth. http://paul-hansen.mysite.com

ROBAR CHRISTIAN BOOKSELLERS. We
buy, sell and trade new and used Christian
books. Contact us at Robarbooks.com.

HAVE YOU CONSIDERED a bequest in your
will or trust for the ARP Foundation, Inc.? Call
William Deaton, (704) 376-7051, for a free
brochure on wills.

BONCLARKEN HOME Weekend or weekly
rental at 200 Pine Drive: full kitchen; complete
with washer/dryer and dishwasher. Cozily
sleeps 10. Available year-round. Call 828-674-
8277 for reservations.

BONCLARKEN — Two bedroom apartment with
bath, kitchen, and living room with fireplace.
Fully furnished. Heat and air, porch, utilities and
cable included. Three-month minimum.
(706) 324-5711 or annreid@aol.com.

SABO GRAPHICS®

WEB & GRAPHIC SERVICES: Providing great
finished graphics from design stage to finished

printed product, or website. Large format print
capabilities. Mention ARP Magazine and re-
ceive a 10% discount. 864.268.4266 or www.
sabo.ws.

BONCLARKEN - For Sale: Betty Stewart’s
home on Bonclarken Lane, Flat Rock, NC. Two
apartments: 1 with 2 bedrooms and 1.5 baths;
other has 3 bedrooms 2.5 baths. Deck, garage,
laundry room. 2 lots. Asking $250,000. Call
Roxanne Spencer, 704-860-3384.

Outdoor Weddings
Rev. Barry L. Brown
Travelers Rest,

South Carolina
864-423-2032
www.promiseplace.info

@EROQ@E MBT @RPEFLKP
Padded seats or reversible cushions

ALK DOBBK RMEL IPQBOV

Call collect (864) 277-3795
Write: 1401 Piedmont Hwy., Piedmont, SC 29673

_ Memori_al Tribute
Morrison Swink Helderman
1914 - 2010

Whereas: Morrison Swink Helderman was born in Concord, NC, on April 1, 1914,
the second of five children of Charles and Sue Helderman.

Whereas: Mr. Helderman moved to Charlotte and entered World War II to help
serve his country in the 392 Army Air Force Unit, he was honorably discharged on
Nov. 29, 1945.

Whereas: He married Elizabeth Conger and raised two children, while spending
his adult life working for the Stein Hall Company for 32 years. He and Libby were
married for 74 years, until she preceded him in death. He was also preceded in death
by a son, Michael Helderman.

Whereas: Morrison Swink Helderman was a member of Glenwood ARP Church
for over 70 years. He served as deacon, Sunday school teacher, Sunday school ad-
ministrator, and elder. Because of his service, he attained the office of Elder Emeritus.
He was a loving, giving, and faithful follower of our maker.

Whereas: Morrison Swink Helderman, having lived for 96 years, went to his
heavenly home of Aug. 23, 2010 - leaving behind one son and other relatives and
church members, whom today honor his life.

Therefore: Be it resolved that we the Session and Congregation of Glenwood ARP
Church honor him and the reward of eternal life for Morrison Swink Helderman.

e

In Memory of Elder R. Wyndal Howard
February 22, 1934 d November 17, 2010

R. Wyndal Howard, 76, passed away on Nov. 17, 2010 at his home in Lexington,
SC. He was born in Greer, SC on Feb. 22, 1934 to Earl Haskell and Arietta Pruitt
Howard. He married Margaret (Peggy) Mills Howard in 1963, and they were hap-
pily married for 47 years. They had two children, Mark Howard and Lisa Howard
Pilcher, and one grandson, Kale Pilcher.

Wyndal was a dedicated employee of the South Carolina Department of Edu-
cation. He retired in 1996 as director of finance - information and reporting. He
also retired with 34 years of service as a Master Chief Yeoman E-9 from the United
States Navy and Naval Reserves. He actively served in Korea, Japan, and Wash-
ington, DC.

Wyndal was a beloved member of Centennial ARP Church in Columbia, SC.
He served as deacon and elder, a member of the Centennial ARP Foundation, and
a longtime member of and recognized leader in the choir. Wyndal also served
as a team captain for the church’s Soup Kitchen
Ministry and as the secretary/treasurer of the
Church and Music Endowments. He was a fre-
quent volunteer at Bonclarken for Camp Joy and
Volunteer Work Week. Wyndal loved the Lord
and took great pleasure in serving Him. He was
a wonderful Christian man who will be greatly
missed by his church family.

This resolution was adopted by the Session
of Centennial ARP Church at its regular meeting
on Jan. 25, 2011. It was ordered that a copy of
this resolution be included in the minutes of the
Session and published in The ARP Magazine. A
copy of this resolution has also been given to his
wife and two children.

il
Al

S

APRIL 2011



X1 Wngtpr Tper s) Hwgrtpiwlnt

Synod Emphasis
By Rev. Chad Reynolds

man once approached Je-
sus and said, “I will follow
you, Lord; but first let me

go back and say goodbye to my
family.” Jesus replied, “No one
who puts a hand to the plow and
looks back is fit for service in the
kingdom of God” (Luke 9:61-62).

I recently attended a wedding
where the passage above was the
Scripture text for the charge to
the bride and groom. It initially
struck me as a rather strange pas-
sage to read at a wedding cer-
emony, but it certainly caught
my attention.

The minister finished his read-
ing of the Word, offered his prayer
of illumination, and then said to
the couple, “Your life is about to
get real simple!” He went on to
explain the fact that their com-
mitment to one another, begin-
ning that day, superseded every
other human commitment they
would ever make.

Nothing — not their work, not
their parents, not their future
children, not their friends, and so
on...would take precedence over
each other. In that sense, their
lives had just become simple, sin-
gularly focused.

One Focus

So it is with us — and Christ - to
an even greater degree. As follow-
ers of Jesus; as his disciples; our
choices are simple. Notice I did
not say “easy.” Notice I did not
say “without difficulty.” I said,
“Simple.” For to follow Christ is
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to have such a singular focus, that
everything we think, say, and do
should have him and his glory
in mind.

If there is anything that comes
along — no matter how good it
may seem — that would steer us
away from manifesting that good
and glory in our lives, it is super-
fluous at best — and perhaps evil.

The man in the beginning pas-
sage wanted to go home and say
farewell. This ordinarily would
seem to be a reasonable request.
In light of that reasonableness,
Jesus’ replay seems a bit harsh.
However, upon further reflec-
tion, Christ’s statement proves to
be true.

As important as family is, it is
secondary to following Christ. If
one is to be a disciple of the Lord,
then his or her singular focus has
to be Christ alone. This kind of
discipleship is radical to be sure,
but it is the fruit of God’s grace
in salvation.

Following Jesus

Notice that Christ’s response to
the man is not so much a rebuke
as it is a warning. There is a price
for following Jesus. It will cost
you your old way of life. You will
no longer be able to serve your
own desires.

You will have to forsake the
temptation of pleasing others.
You will have to forsake your
tendency toward busyness and
over-commitment. You will have
to forsake your prideful efforts of
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“works righteousness.”

You will have to forsake your
perceived need for control in
your life. You will have to for-
sake certain possessions, par-
ticular activities, some forms of
entertainment and even some of
your friends. You will have to for-
sake a lot of bad, and even some
wonderful things. It will not be
easy, but Jesus has not promised
us “easy.”

Do you still want to follow
him? Are you ready to forsake all
others and be his disciple? If your
answer is “Yes,” your life is about
to get real simple!?

Rev. Reynoldsis senior pastor
of First Presbyterian Church,
Lake Wales, FL.

Structural Fiberglass

STEEPLES

All Sizes and Designs

Call about free proposals
and scaled line drawings
for your church

Box 388, Troutman, N.C. 28166
Phone 704-528-5321

For over 50 years.
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The Things That Viep} Matter

STEPHEN J. MAYE
Moderator

The conclusion of the Moderatords
speech to the Erskine College & Seminary
student body on Feb. 3, 2011.

o, why start Erskine?
S Because the ARP wants you

to think about the things that re-
ally matter — to be trained in the things
that really matter. In fact, they are
critical. You see, what is being served
for lunch, mid-terms, blind dates and
concerns about whether or not a cer-
tain someone really likes you or not
are certainly important today, but in
the long haul they don’t really matter.

We want you to think — really think
— about things that matter. Who am
I? Why am I here? From where did I
come? Is this life all there is? If so,
then what? If not, then what? What
does that mean for me? How do I be-
come fulfilled in this life? How can I
find true happiness? Are happiness
and joy different things?

And, what about the Bible? Can it
be trusted? Is it really true? How do
we know if our translations can be
trusted? And, who, after all, is Jesus
Christ? Are His truth-claims really
true? While on this earth, was He a
liar? Or, was He a kind, benevolent,
demented man? After all, He claimed
to be God and said that it was His
way or the highway by stating that
“I am the way, the truth and the life.
No man can come to God the Father
except by Me.”
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And, what about substitutionary
atonement (a theological phrase that
means He gave His life for all those
who believe — a life for a life because a
just God demands justice)? “But God
demonstrates His own love toward
us in this: while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us.”

You and I have all done wrong
things which God calls sin, that must
be paid for. Each one is enough to
warrant the death penalty. You must
wrestle with these things young peo-
ple. Being nice is not enough. The fact
that your family has been Christian is
insufficient. Your church attendance
will not carry the day. Your good
works will not feed the bulldog.

Which Category Are You?

As you hear these things, you are
in one of four categories. The first
category is for those of you who hear
these things and you mentally yawn.
You are thinking about lunch or your
paper that's due. May I be frank?
You have theological mud in your
ears. You are spiritually tone-deaf. I
am praying that you will be able to
hear the truth that God will grant to
you, as He says in the Bible, “ears to
hear and eyes to see.”

The next category in this audience
is the type that gets angry when you
hear these claims. All of this really
gets under your skin. It bugs you.
Maybe you're an administrator or
professor here today and you are sick
and tired of some of these evangeli-
cals on campus. Dear sir or madam,
something is going on. Something is
stirring within you. I will pray that
God will grant you no rest until you
wrestle with these questions.

The third group hearing this is
comprised of you who are seeking.

Dear friend, just believe what you've
already been given and God will grant
you even more light. Believe; simply
believe. You are spiritually thirsty
and Christ will give you living water
and you'll never thirst again. Perhaps
you're struggling with your own sin
and feel the weight of it. God says to
us “If we confess our sin, He is faith-
ful and just to forgive us our sin and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

God promises to put our sin as far
as the east is from the west; to bury
it in the depths of the ocean and, as
Corrie Ten Boom said, God has put
a “No Fishing” sign there. But, God
gives us even more than that. Psalm
32 tells us God forgives not only our
sin but even the guilt of our sin. I will
pray that you will taste and see that
the LORD is good.

Lastly, many of you are true be-
lievers in Jesus Christ. You have been
saved by grace alone through faith
alone in Christ alone. My charge to
you is simple: be faithful. Stonewall
Jackson used to say, “Duty is ours;
consequences are God’s.” God is re-
sponsible for the outcome; we are to
do what we know we are supposed
to do.

You can ignore these things only so
long. And life passes quickly. Think
about eternal things, for eternity is
staring us all in the face. Thank you,
and God bless you as you think on
the things that really matter.?

Check
arpmagazine.org
for the

expanded
story.
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